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Council Members  

Minister: Ron Zachman         
Vice-Minister: Kevin O’Connell 
Secretary: Janet  O’Connell 
Treasurer:Tom Geissler 
Formation: Dcn. Kim Jensen 
Councilor: Cheryl Griese                                               
Provincial Spiritual Assistant:                            
Fr. Ed McKenzie, OFM 

Gathering ~ 9:30-11:30AM 

3rd Saturday of the month                           
Council Meeting: 3rd 
Thursday at 6:15pm                 
Mtg Rms. 1 & 2 St. Andrew 

Liturgy of the Hours     
Office for the Dead                                      
Begin: Pg.  1497-1500                        
Hymn:  # 172                      
Canticle:  696              
Closing  Prayer:  Pg. 1492                                                                                 
January 22nd Gathering

Spirit Deadline                 
day 25 of each month      
Eva Jahnke, OFS~Editor

Jesus, Mary, Joseph Save Souls  
Jesus, Mary, Joseph pray for us                  

THE  SPIRIT 
 FRANCISCAN  FORMATION                 
Gospel for Sunday, January 16th, 2022
          John 2:1-11  The Word of God                                                               

    
There was a wedding at Cana in Galilee, and the mother of Jesus 
was there.  Jesus and his disciples were also invited to the 
wedding.  When the wine ran short, the mother of Jesus said to 
him, “They have no wine.”  And Jesus said to her, “Woman, how 
does your concern affect me?  My hour has not yet come.” His 
mother said to the servers, “Do whatever he tells you.” Now 
there were six stone water jars there for Jewish ceremonial 
washings, each holding twenty to thirty gallons.  Jesus told 
them, “Fill the jars with water.”  So they filled them to the brim.  
Then he told them, “Draw some out now and take it to the 
headwaiter.”  So they took it.   And when the headwaiter tasted 
the water that had become wine, without knowing where it 
came from — although the servers who had drawn the water 
knew —the headwaiter called the bridegroom and said to him, 
“Everyone serves good wine first, and then when people have 
drunk freely, an inferior one; but you have kept the good wine 
unPl now.”  Jesus did this as the beginning of his signs at Cana in 
Galilee and so revealed his glory, and his disciples began to 
believe in him. 

The Gospel of the Lord  

                                            R e f l e c t i o n                                          
 What is a wedding feast without wine?  A very short one.  

What would heaven be without souls to glorify God?   An empty 
one.   Short and empty are not words that are pleasing to our 

…remember the food for 
your mind should be 
considered as carefully as 
the food for your body.
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PASSIONS  OF  A  
SECULAR  

FRANCISCAN 
  Etch the Commandments of God, 

the precepts of Holy Mother Church 
in your heart and live them daily. 

 Participate joyfully in the monthly 
meetings with your Fraternal Family 
  

Pray the Liturgy of the Hours 
devoutly gleaning God’s message for 
you each day 

 Faithfully wear your Tau cross as 
an outward declaration of your desire 
to imitate Christ. 

 To reverently say Grace before 
and after meals regardless of whom 
you are with and where you are at. 

 Humbly examine your conscience 
each night asking God to help you 
see your weakness and overcome 
them with His help. 

 Faithfully meet your Savior at 
daily Mass, as often as possible. 

  Generously support your 
Fraternity through donations to the 
common fund.

ears.  Our Gospel this Sunday points to what Jesus has done for us 
in this world and will do for us in the next.  He provides the wine 
for the feast today, and the life we were meant to share with Him 
forever.  The two most precious giCs are ours by simply saying 
“Amen”.  His own precious blood in the Mass He surrenders to us 
so His most precious Bride, the Church, will avoid death and live 
with Him for eternity.   All courtesy of His mother, who’s “Yes” to 
God opened the floodgates of salvaLon to the righteous ones who 
had gone before and for all ages to come.   Mary even gave us the 
simple instrucLons on how each of us can share in His glory when 
she told the steward, “Do whatever He tells you.”  Twelve 
centuries later, this simple phrase is exactly what Francis did.  He 
realized the simplicity of Mary’s order, and wasn’t afraid to 
sacrifice in order to achieve it.  He encourages us to make a 
dwelling place for the Lord in our heart so it can be as pure and 
beauLful as the mansion Jesus is preparing for us.  Short and 
empty is not the wedding feast that Jesus has planned for us.                                                                  

                   Dcn. Kim Jensen, OFS~FormaLon Director                                    
__________________ __________________________________________ 

                                                                                                         
SAN DAMIANO FRATERNITY~January Formation

PLEASE READ first half of Chapter 5                                   

OFFICE FOR THE DEAD WITH MEMORIAL PRAYER 

San Damiano Fraternity will hold a memorial for our loved 
ones who have gone on before us on Saturday, January 22. 
Deacon Kim and Eva will lead a ceremony during our 
Franciscan gathering lighLng a candle for each person we 
are remembering.  See page 5 for who we will remember, 
we will also include Jerry and Jason. 

Unity 

Whatever disunites man from God

Also disunites man from man.

Edmund Burke
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1. The Idea of Mary in Eternity — From all eternity we have existed in the 

mind of God… He knew us perfectly… He thought of you in particular and 

millions and millions of years before you even existed… He already loved you! Saint John 

says it well: “We love God because He first loved us”. — If this can be said for everyone and 

you can say it about yourself in particular, what would you say about Mary? — God had 

thought of Her more than anyone else. After His own being, which is the principal thought of 

God, His eyes are directed towards Mary… towards Her… before anyone else…through Her, 

He looks at the rest. — Even if it were possible for God to forget all men and cease to know 

us, because of the presence of God which exists in Mary and because of the union that She 

has with Divinity, God would not be able to take His gaze and thoughts from Her. 

2. The Idea of Mary in Creation — When an artist wants to express in his works what he 

has conceived in his mind, he practices first with clay so to later form the perfect image. — 

This is the created world… God's practice until He formed Mary, the masterwork of His 

hands. — She has come to be like a summary of all creation. — The graces and beauty 

dispersed to other beings are accumulated and refined in Mary. — And so when God was 

forming His Mother, it seems as if He was inspired by all that He had made to make Her 

superior to all the other creatures. — He was inspired by the seraphim, so as to enkindle Her 

in love… He was inspired by the angels, for Her purity… in the Patriarchs, such as Abraham, 

to fortify and strengthen Her faith… in Ruth, for Her modesty… in Judith, for Her courage… 

but… to give Her the heart of His Mother, He could not be inspired by anything… there is 

nothing that can be compared and likened to the heart of Our Lady… it was necessary that 

God look at His own heart to give Her a heart like His own… thus, with this heart She loves 

God and all men as He Himself loved us.  

MEDITATION 1

MARY IN THE DIVINE THOUGHT
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Therefore, you can always see Mary in all the created beings… the blue sky, will remind 

you of Her mantle… the stars, the fringe that decorates it… the sun, Her light that has 

neither stain nor shadow… the moon, Her simple beauty… the sea, the immensity of Her 

grace… the flowers, Her beauty and incomparable fragrance. And so, thinking logically and 

with a heart full of love, you can see the image of Mary in everything, as She is the image 

of God. 

3. The Idea of Mary in You — God wants you to also imitate Her in this way. — He desires 

that this idea be the central idea of your understanding and that which gives warmth and 

motion to the life of your soul. — Before any other creature She was predestined with 

grace… with glory… and with the incomparable dignity of the Mother of God… but 

following Her, we have been predestined also, with grace that we never lack… with glory if 

we correspond to that grace… and with the incomparable dignity of the children of God and 

brothers and sisters of Jesus Christ… but this elevated dignity is closely linked to Mary. — 

She is your Mother! — She is the one that gives you the possibility to be a child of God! 

Therefore, all your dignity and glory comes from God, but it comes through Mary. — Do 

you understand now why the Lord wants Her to be the dominant idea of your life? — And… 

Is that true? How do you fulfill this wonderful divine plan? Do you truly try to make Mary the 

leading idea and prime mover of all your actions? Do you really try to do everything 

thinking of Her? Seeing Her in everything? Trying to mold yourself to Her in order to 

become a living and perfect image of Her, which is acquired by the exercise of imitation? 

Ask the Lord to give you His grace and ask Mary for Her help and protection, to be able to 

do so in the future… since She is your constant obsession, neither will you know how nor 

could you go anywhere without Her, as is God's desire. — May you never allow yourself in 

your foolishness to ruin or disable this plan of God because of self-love or for any other 

passion that would impede you in this way to see… and to know… and thus to love your 

Mother!  Meditation Source: https://www.homeofthemother.org/ 
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Happy Birthday  

San Damiano Fraternity Members  

January                                                                         

Barb Zachman, OFS~January 2nd                                   
February                                                                             

Wally Trochlil, OFS~February 8th                                                                                  
Ron Zachman, OFS~February 24th 

May Our Awesome God bless you abundantly                            
in the coming year. 

Pope Francis Inten/ons     

January 2022                                              

For true human fraternity 

We pray for all those suffering from religious 

discrimination and persecution; may their own 

rights and dignity be recognized, which 

originate from being brothers and sisters in the 

human family.

Jerry Witzman, OFS…April 23, 2003                 

Lorraine Lock, OFS…July 2, 2008                           

Gloria McDermott, OFS…August 15, 2010                  

Sr. Marcelline Virnig, OSF…April 2, 2012         

Sr. Giles Weyandt, OSF…November 16, 2012        

Anna Gebbie, OFS…March, 2013.                         

Betty Lefebvre, OFS…September 24, 2015.             

Jack Longie, OFS…July 21, 2018                            

Louise Mulvaney…December 13, 2019                        

Dcn. Greg Steele…March 25, 2020                            

Jeanette Polejewski…January 11, 2021                

Mary Witzman…April 4, 2021.                           
May Christ, who called you, take you to himself; may 

angels lead you to Abraham's side.  Grant them eternal 

rest, O Lord, and may your light shine upon them 

forever.  Amen

Please pray for our  
beloved deceased 
Fraternity members

St. John Paul II...Disciple John resting his head on the heart of Jesus.

Prayer can develop to the point where we are totally possessed with Thine Beloved. 

Vibrating at the touch of the Holy Spirit and resting within the heart of The Father. 

Communion with Our Lord....filled with His peace, His prescence...the power and energy of God’s 

Love...most pure, powerful, faithful, passionate, sacrificial Love. 

Infinite Divine Love...You are loved.                                                                                                           

Isaiah 49:15
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   PRAYERFUL  LONGING                                                                                                                                                 
The Psalm writer says,                                                                                                                                              

"As the deer longs for streams of water, so my soul longs for you, O God.                                                     
My being thirsts for God, the living God" (Psalm 42:2).

Do you remember the first time you recognized your thirst/longing for God?  The time your 
core being felt like it did not belong here on earth?  Knowing you were not where you were mean’t to 
be, just yet…I remember it very well.  I felt the longing to go home, to my heavenly home!  I was in my 
twenties busy with homemaking, raising my boys, being a wife and mother and this loneliness and 
longing caught me off guard!  I was happy and fulfilled in my life and it was hard to identify.  I had 
everything I had prayed for and here I was lonely for my Lord.  It wasn’t that I was not going to Mass , 
receiving the sacraments or praying regularly.  I realized He was calling me to a deeper relationship 
with Him and with the help of the Holy Spirit I slowly identified what was going on in my interior 
being.  Prayer is a yearning for God’s presence, for understanding his word, for knowledge of his will. 
St. Augustine prays, “May I know You, may I know myself.”

  As the Catechism of the Catholic Church (#27) states, “The desire for God is written in the 

human heart, because man is created by God and for God; and God never ceases to draw man to 

himself.  Only in God will we find the truth and happiness we never stop searching for.”

We find that God has implanted in each of us a conscious desire for a perfect love that only God 
can fulfill.   St. Augustine of Hippo wrote nearly 1,600 years ago, “Thou hast made us for Thyself and 
our hearts are restless until they rest in Thee.”

At our best we want to lose ourselves in God’s love and rest in him.                                                                  
We want to hear his word and respond with our whole being.                                                                      

We want to know his loving will and to submit to it totally.                                                                                  
God is Perfect Love…it is what we are made for.

May 2022 be a fruitful time to satiate your yearning/longing for Him who wants to satiate His 
yearning/ longing for you.  God Bless you…Eva


